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SPICE UP!

As the world's first art mall to pioneer the blend of the three
essential elements of Art « People - Nature, K11 is dedicated to
promote the conservation of nature and wildlife. Since 2010,
K11 has been partnering with The University of Hong Kong
(HKU) to conduct a range of nature based activities under the
“Spice Up" series. Everyyear, K11 sponsors over ten HKU ecology
students for an oversezs ecology field study trip. Students then
produce a theme-based exhibition from the information
collected in the trip. Through the Spice Up initiative, K11 wishes
to enhance public awaieness in the conservation of biodiversity,
raising our concern a1 sustainable development. It aims to
enable city dwellers to realise the greatness of the world, to feel
the wonder of nature in a strange environment, and to get in
touch with different cultures so as to widen our horizon. This
should allow us to have a deeper understanding and inspiration
of our existence value.
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SPICE UP, GALAPAGOS! 2013

The "Spice Up!" series of events has been held for four
consective years covering Kenya, Tanzania and Madagascar in
the past three years. This year, we followed the foot steps of
Charles Darwin over 170 years ago to the Galapagos - the
archipelago which enabled him to develop the evolution
theory of natural selection.

K11 teams up with the students of the School of Biological
Sciences of The University of Hong Kong who have participated
in the Spice Up, Galapagos! field study trip to present an
educational and interesting exhibition featuring text, photos
and video clips that take you on the road which led to the
inception of Darwin’s evolution theary, a journey to explore the
Galapagos Islands to experience the mysteries of evolution,
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GALAPAGOS

THE STORY OF THE EVOLUTION THEORY

CHARLES DARWIN 3#H

Charles Darwin visited Galapagos from 15 September to 20
October 1835 on Her Majesty’s Ship Beagle which was on a
five-year trip from the UK to chart the coast of South America via
the Atlantic. Darwin was on board as a naturalist to collect plant
and animal specimen and geological information. His observa-
tions and specimen collected in the Galapagos had triggered
him to develop the evalution theory of natural selection. Darwin
observed that closely -elated populations of similar but distinct
species were found on different islands of the Galapagos.
Species that were paticularly inspiring to him in this aspect
included the mockingbirds, giant tortoises and finches.
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Located in the Pacific Ocean, the Galapagos is formed by 13
main islands and over 70 islets and emerging rocks in Ecuador,
South America. These islands and islets were formed by recent
volcanic eruptions on the geological time scale. Natural
resources are scarce. Together wth long-term isolation from
Mainland America, species on the islands are allowed to evolve
on their own leading to many exdemic species that can be
found nowhere else in the world. Some even evolved into
distinct subspecies on different islands. It makes the Galapagos
Islands the icleal showroom of evolution which had enabled
Charles Darwin to develop his 2volution theory of natural
selection,
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« Darwin’s Finches are considered a classic example of evolution.
«There are 14'6pecies of Darwin's Fi nches, of which 13 inhabit on the Galapagos.
« These birds were only called the Darwin’s Finches almosta century later.

« Due to limited food supply; the ancestor birds evolved into a
different diet depending on which islands they were in.
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Galapagos D

Zenaida galapagoensis
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« Endemic to the Galap AgOSHRPT .
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Mgnficent Frigatebird

Fregata magnificens
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HABITS 2

* An endemic subspecies in the Galapagos.

* A large, dark seabird with deeply forked tail. Its wingspan is larger than 2 m.

* Generally forage along the coast by robbing fish caught by other seabirds
especially the Blue-footed Boobies.

=To attract female birds during breeding season, the males will inflate the
bright red throat pouch and at the same time call and
vibrate their outstretched wings.
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HABITS &%
, A common endemic subspecies inine Galapagos:

» Large in Size, wingspen ‘argex than 2m.

» Feed on fish by plunge-diving from the air near.the coast.
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HABITS 2‘& ;

] Endemic to the Galapagos seven subspecies are’
« Another icon of the Galapagos.
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"} GALAPAGOS!

* Endemic to the g nly occurs on Santa Fe Island,
* One of the two land iguana sSpecies in the Galapagos.

; ' on ancestor and
- they began to diverge into different species some 10 to 20 million years agn.
*Large, up to 1.2m inlength,
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* Seven Species, all are endemic to
* A much smaller reptile than the m
* Moves fast,
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WiGrolophus albemarlensis

the Galapagos,
arine or land iguanas, 30cm long.




