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Madagascar

Showcases



Showcase 1 (G/F: 1-4)

&

Why are their so many unique animal and plant species in
Madagascar? (see the next showcase for answers!)
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Showcase 2 (G/F: 1-4)
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Madagascar is the 4t largest island in the world which
began to separate from mainland Africa 162 million years
ago and became completely isolated from major land
masses 88 million years ago. The long history of isolation in
such a big island allowed evolution to develop many new

species that are unique to Madagascar.
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Showcase 3 (G/F: 1-4)

The Central highland of
Madagascar blocks the moist
eastern monsoon from the Indian
Ocean. Therefore, the southwest
« part of Madagascar is dry while

' the northeast part is wet. This
has led to diverse ecosystems in
Madagascar, such as the dry
deciduous forest in Kirindy in
western Madagascar (above) and
the tropical rainforest in
Ranomafana in eastern

: : o Madagascar (below), both of
=" T e e ~ : which are along similar latitude.
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Showcase 4 (G/F: 1-4)

Madagascar’s biodiversity is under threat. Over 90% of its original forests has been
destroyed, mainly by burning and cattle ranching. Local farmers logged the forests
and burn the vegetation every dry season to promote the growth of green grass for
the cattle in the next spring. Remnant primary forest patches only remains in different
nature reserves. The rest of the country looks very derelict now.
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Showcase 5 (L1: 5-8)
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There is over 200 mammal species in Madagascar and the majority
of which are endemic i.e. only found in Madagascar. New species is
kept on being discovered up to now. The most striking group is the
primates. All 97 species of lemurs are only found in Madagascar.
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Showcase 6 (L1: 5-8)

The most famous lemur ought to be
the Ring-tailed Lemur which is
featured prominently in the
Hollywood animation “Madagascar”
as King Julien XIll. Itis common in
the drier areas in the southwestern
part of Madagascar.
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Showcase 7 (L1: 5-8)

Indri is the largest among all living
lemur species. It can grow up to
9.5kg. On the other hand, its tail is
the shortest, which is only 5cm long.
It is classified as “Endangered” and
is threatened by the loss of
rainforest habitat to slash and burn

agriculture and firewood collection. <
Hunting for its fur and meat used to “ '
PRI LA ALY g %2
M AT S0 50T - AR W,
B - fASERE - K 2 A
IECEHS R e, » FRE &

b £ SR AR BT PRI o R TH
KA E RS KT R Z AR X, -
SANIDNEVIN-E PN VNt T
PIRUCHE R R B -




Showcase 8 (L1: 5-8)

A
Mouse lemur is the smallest lemur in Madagascar. The Madame Berthe’s
Mouse Lemur (above) is probably the smallest primate of the world, which
is only about 30g in weight. The very similar looking Brown Mouse Lemur

(below) is slightly bigger (58-67g).
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Showcase 9 (L2: 9-13)
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Lateral Water Snake Bell's Hinge-back Tortoise

There are more than 600 species of amphibians and
reptiles in Madagascar, many of which are unique to
Madagascar. Yet, more species have been discovered in
recent years especially in the poorly accessible parts of
the country. Madagascar is truly the heaven of amphibians
and reptiles.
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Showcase 10 (L2: 9-13)

Short-horned Chameleon %5 5%

Madagascar is very rich in chameleon species. Nearly half of all chameleon
species in the world are only found in Madagascar. Chameleons can change
their body colour within seconds. Many people think that they change colour
with the environment as a kind of camouflage. In fact, this is not true. Colour
change is a kind of optic language between the chameleons.
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Blue-legged Chameleon



Showcase 11 (L2: 9-13)

There are nearly 90 chameleon species in Madagascar, including the
biggest and smallest species in the world. The Parson’s Chameleon (above)
can grow up to nearly 1m long. The Horned Leaf Chameleon (below) is

among the smallest sized chameleons in Madagascar which can grow up to
10 to 15cm long.
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Showcase 12 (L2: 9-13)

Heterixalus punctatus

Almost all (99%) of the 235 frog species in Madagascar are unique to the

island. It is estimated that there could be up to 400 frog species in
Madagascar.
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Showcase 13 (L2: 9-13)
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There are 97 gecko species in Madagascar. The Southern
Flat-tailed Gecko displays the perfect camouflage. Its body

scales have been evolved to look like lichen, when it presses
itself onto a branch, it looks like as if it is part of the branch.
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Showcase 14 (L2: 14-17)

There are nearly 300 bird species in Madagascar and
about 1/3 of which are endemic.
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Showcase 14 (L2: 14-17)
’

Chabert's Vanga & #1jlEHE White-headed Vanga
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Only Madagascar has vanga in this world. There are
altogether 15 species and they show very different bill
shapes which is a reflection of evolution.
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Showcase 14 (L2: 14-17)

| Crested Coua
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Coua is a group of birds that are very popular among bird
watchers, the colored skins surrounding the eyes are the
most attractive. Ten out of the 11 species is endemic to
Madagascar.
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Showcase 14 (L2: 14-17)

Both of the Malagasy Scops-Owl (left) and White-browed
Owl (right) are endemic to Madagascar.
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