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HKU Eco-Leaders Training Programme
rica Wildlife Eco-Tour, Kenya, July 2019

To celebrate its Oak Anniversary, the Faculty of Science, The University of Hong Kong (HKU) and the HKU Foundation co-presented a
knowledge exchange East Africa Wildlife Eco-Tour in July 2019. The Eco-Tour, led by Dr Billy Hau from the School of Biological Sciences,
aimed to spread the important message of nature conversation. The programme included a 6-month pre-trip ecological training in
Hong Kong and a wildlife Eco-Tour to different protected areas in Kenya, East Africa. Participants were able to observe unique African
wildlife, travel through spectacular scenery and experience the Great Migration, one of the most remarkable natural wonders in the
world. In the eco-tour, students took up the role as Eco-leaders and were paired up with alumni and HKU Foundation Members, who
supported the students’ participation on this meaningful learning journey.
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Ivan Tse, MISc Year 2 student, “Big cats are charming animals to wildlife
lovers and leopard is my favourite. | have tried very hard to look for it
on several safaris in Asia but failed. This time in Samburu National
Reserve, | had a close encounter with a Leopard family of three. It was a
very fantastic moment for me and leopard is simply beautiful!”
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Ms. KI Man Fung Leonie (Alumni & HKU Foundation Member), “l felt so fortunate
and happy that | joined the East Africa Wildlife Eco-tour. | saw many spectacular
animals including the Big Five, cheetahs and many bird species. | also saw the Great
Migration in action: hundreds of wildebeests crossing the Mara River which was
stunning. | hope more of this kind of knowledge exchange programmes could be
organized by HKU in future such that more students and alumni can be benefited.”
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African Elephant 2 % - [oxodonta africana

JUCN Red List of Threatened Species- Vulnerable (2008), population increasing.
BB RPN I L) b (2008) ¢ fEE ] H e AE -

Threats — African elephants are threatened by human-wildlife conflict, agriculture and livestock

farming leading to habitat degradation and loss, climate change impacts, and ongoing poaching for

. . . Use this QR code

illegal ivory trade worldwide. to get more
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Conservation — The African elephant is protected under the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species
(CITES) Appendix |, meaning international trade of this species is banned except for exceptional circumstances. However,

populations in Botswana, Namibia, Zimbabwe and South Africa are on CITES Appendix Il only where international trade is
regulated but not prohibited.
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We visited the field research station of The Amboseli Trust for Elephants and listened to the staff’s
sharing of their work on African elephants. We learnt that elephants have brilliant memories and

could recognize their staff even after many years not seeing each other. We also learnt many sad

stories of elephants being killed for various causes, which highlight the importance of elephant
conservation work.

>

The Amboseli Trust for Elephants aims to ensure the long-term conservation and
welfare of Africa’s elephants in the context of human needs and pressures through
scientific research, training, community outreach, public awareness and advocacy.
Please use the QR code to learn more about their work or visit www.elephanttrust.org
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Hong Kong’s Legislative Council voted to ban the local ivory trade in January 2018 after lobbying by WWF and other NGOs. Conservationists
believe that legal local ivory trade will increase the demand for ivory, which will enhance the illegal trade and increase the poaching of elephants.
Hong Kong has been regarded as a trading hub for ivory for almost a century.
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White Rhinoceros v B 2 - Ceratotherium simum

JUCN Red List of Threatened Species - Near Threatened (listed 2011), population increasing.
HRRAREMPE A PR L8 RITE P (2011) 0 B L 2 ABE -

Threats - Increased poaching threat due to increasing illegal demand for horns. Increasing
involvement of organized international criminal syndicates in rhino poaching. In the last decade,
8,889 African rhinos have been lost to poaching.
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Conservation - Save the Rhino International is an NGO which supports rhino conservation

organizations across Africa, Indonesia and Vietnam.
save the Rhino T - R ERREE - BN PR frdks B2 ET B R e
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ong Kong In April 2019, Hong Kong Customs seized 82.5 kilograms of suspected rhino horn and cut
Government pieces with an estimated market value of about $16.5 million.
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hinoceros 2 B £ - Diceros bicornis

JUCN Red List of Threatened Species — Critically Endangered
(2011) population increasing.
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How to tell the two species apart:

White rhino: larger body with a square lip for grazing on grasses.
Black rhino: smaller body with a hooked lip for browsing on leaves.
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Hong Kong and Singapore are major holding centres for rhinoceros horns. China and Vietham are the largest
markets where it is consumed in traditional Chinese medicine (TCM). Other uses include carving as antiques and
commodity investments. In TCM, rhino horn is allegedly used to treat fever, rheumatism, gout, and other disorders.

BT B A2 dend B 58 AP Wfrdke £ B2 4§ B 2L (FHRY B, - F
ek B R BT R YR E o BB




dlife Trade in the News in HK
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HKIFP TOPICS+ HONGKONG-. SINOBEAT.~ OPINION VOICES LENS

Health & Environment

o Why Hong Kong’s ban on ivory trade is such a big
In Pictures: Hong Kong approves Foal

IVO ry trade ban aﬂer yearS'long The decision taken by the Legislative Council on Wednesday is seen by green

battle groups as the ‘breakthrough moment’ in the battle to save elephants from extinction

Ernest Kao
Published: 10:00am, 2 Feb, 2018 ~

Hong Kong’s legislature has voted to ban ivory sales, after a years-long battle to ban the trade.

yovizay || NN A

SCMP (2018, Feb 2). Why Hong Kong’s ban on ivory trade is such a big deal. Retrieved from
https://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/health-environment/article/2131642/why-hong-kongs-ban-
ivory-trade-such-big-deal
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Grundy, Tom. (2018, January 31). In Pictures: Hong Kong approves ivory ban after years-long battle. Retrieved from
https://www.hongkongfp.com/2018/01/31/breaking-hong-kong-approves-ivory-trade-ban-years-long-battle/ (Used with

Williams, V.L., Newton, D.J., Loveridge, A.J. and Macdonald, D.W. (2015). Bones
of Contention: An Assessment of the South African Trade in African Lion
Panthera leo Bones and Other Body Parts. TRAFFIC, Cambridge, UK & WildCRU,
Oxford, UK (used with permission)

permission)

News > Health

World Health Organisation’s
recognition of traditional Chinese
medicine ‘could push species into
extinction’

Failure to condemn use of animal parts in traditional remedies ‘egregiously negligent and irresponsible’, wildlife
groups say

Alex Matthews-King Health Correspondent | Y 0 @ m Click tofollow
Tuesday 28 May 2019 13:30 | ' Q The lndepenaent

Matthews-King, Alex. (2019, May 28). World Health Organization’s recognition of traditional
Chinese medicine ‘could push species into extinction’. Retrieved from
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/health/china-medicine-wildlife-poaching-conservation-
world-health-organisation-a8933061.html

The Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
Press Releases

GovHK FEBUN —ibil WehE B

An assessment of the South African frade in Afican
Lion Panfhera leo bones and other body paris

Vivienne Wikarms, Borad Newton, Ancew Lovenage and Pavd Macdonad

Government will phase out local ivory trade and incri ¥ VIR
Government will phase out local ivory trade and increase penalties on illicit trade in endangered species
from May

AR RN R R R AR R R R R R R R R R R RN AR E AN R AR R E R AR KRR ERERN AR ERRE R AR AR KRR HER R RERE

A spokesman for the Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department (AFCD) announced today
(April 23) that the Protection of Endangered Species of Animals and Plants (Amendment) Ordinance 2018
(Amendment Ordinance) will come into effect on May 1. The Amendment Ordinance will take forward a
three-step plan to enhance regulations on import and re-export of ivory and elephant hunting trophies and
to phase out the local ivory trade, and increase the maximum penalties on smuggling and illegal trade in
endangered species to 3 $10 million fine and 10 years' imprisonment to provide stronger deterrent effects.

The spokesman said, "The Government is committed to the protection of all endangered species
including elephants. Species listed in the Appendices to the Convention on International Trade in
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) are regulated under the Protection of Endangered
Species of Animals and Plants Ordinance in Hong Kong. As the first step of the plan, we will ban the import
and re-export of all elephant hunting trophies and the remaining post-Convention ivory items from May 1,
for which their import, export and re-export are currently permitted under the CITES.

WORLD NEWS MARCH 28, 2019 / 1:09 PM / 5 MONTHS AGO

As China pushes traditional medicine
globally, illegal wildlife trade flourishes

"For the next step, the import and re-export of pre-Convention ivory will be banned and the
commercial possession of pre-Convention ivory in local markets will be subject to licensing control on
August 1, and lastly, banning the commercial possession of all ivory. The whole process will be completed
by December 31, 2021, and the local trade in all ivory (except antique ivory) will be completely closed
down."
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Meanwhile, various departments, including the AFCD, Customs and Excise Department and Hong Kong
Police Force, will continue to take vigorous enforcement action against smuggling and illegal trade in ivory.
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Master, Farah. (2019, March 28). As China pushes traditional medicine globally, illegal wildlife trade rJ/
flourishes. Retrieved from https://www.reuters.com/article/us-china-tcm/as-china-pushes- . 1% ’
traditional-medicine-globally-illegal-wildlife-trade-flourishes-idUSKCN1R90D5 et

Hong Kong Government. (2018, April 23). Government will phase out local ivory trade

and increase penalties on illicit trade in endangered species from May. [Press Release].
Retrieved from https://www.info.gov.hk/gia/general/201804/23/P2018042000739.htm
(Used with permission)

WILDCRU TRAFFIC

the wildife trade manitering network

Law and Crime

Customs seizes HKS16.5 million record haul of
rhino horns in Hong Kong

,,,,,,,,,,
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: A

g — g > - S » Discovery follows last year's surge of 72 per cent in illegal wildlife cases, with
— v : ‘ | . biggest ever pangolin scales haul recorded in January

Christy Leung
Published: 3:5Tpm, 6 Apr, 2019 ~

Leung, Christy (2019, April 6). Customs seizes HK$16.5 million
record haul of rhino horns in Hong Kong. Retrieved from
https://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/law-and-
crime/article/3004956/customs-seizes-hk165-million-record-haul-
rhino-horns

THE HONG KONG
IVORY TRADE

INTRODUCTION

Health & Environment

Few conservation battles have garnered more global attention than the
current crisis facing Africa’s elephants, A resnr';enoe in consumer demand
for ivory, primarily in Asia, has resulted in widespread poaching across the
African continent, with up to 33,000 elephants killed annually.?

Delay on full ban of ivory trade in Hong Kong could
encourage elephant poaching, study shows

-\' Much of this ivory is smuggled into Hong Kong, a longstanding hub for the

' international ivory trade. While the Hong Kong government issues licenses
to traders allowing them to sell ivory obtained before 1989 (the year
international commercial trade in ivory was banned), retailers use this
system to sell illegal, recently poached ivory. Officials turn a blind eye to
the fraud, making no meaningful checks to ensure the ivory is from original
stock held prior to the international ban.

While China stopped the sale of ivory last year, Hong Kong's gradual approach will
only see it outlawed in December 2021

Ernest Kao
Published: 7:03am, 5 Sep, 2018 ~

Kao, Ernest. (2018, September 5). Delay on full ban of ivory trade
in Hong Kong could encourage elephant poaching, study shows.
Retrieved from https://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/health-
environment/article/2162757/delay-full-ban-ivory-trade-hong-
kong-could

The Hong Kong government insists that its regulatory system is adequate
in curbing illegal sales and trafficking. The evidence laid out in this report
tells a different story.

Over the past year, WildAid has investigated licensed ivory dealers
throughout Hong Kong. Undercover field investigators posing as ivory
buyers also provided undercover footage to WildAid as well as to WWF-
Hong Kong.4+ What we found is a “legal” trade that provides cover for
| smuggling, profit for criminal syndicates and incentive for poachers to kill

as many elephants as they can.

3 Wittesayer, George: Northrup, Joseph M. Blane, Julian; Douglas-Humilton, Iain; Omondi,
Patrick; and Bursham, Kengeth P. (2014). THegnl Killing for Ivory Drives Globsl Decline in African
Elephants. Proceedings of the Naotional Academy of Sciences, Vol 111, Ne. 36.

4 Lo, Cheryl and Edwards, Gavis (2015). The Hard Truth: A Report on How Hong Kong's Ivery
Trade Is Fuelling Africa’s Posching Crinis. Retrieved from www.wwlorg/hh fea.

THE ILLUSION OF CONTROL

Knlghts Peter Hofford A., Andersson A., and Cheng,
(2015). The lllusion of Control: Hong Kong’s ‘Legal’ Ivory
Trade. WildAid. (Used with permission)



https://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/health-environment/article/2131642/why-hong-kongs-ban-ivory-trade-such-big-deal
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Leopard %] - Panthera pardus

IJUCN Red List of Threatened Species - Vulnerable (2015), population decreasing.
PR RFEMPIFAF AL L4642 5 (2015) > ¥ ~ F4&%

Threats — Leopards are threatened by continued persecution with increasing human populations,
habitat fragmentation, increased illegal wildlife trade, excessive harvesting for ceremonial use of

L y skins, prey base declines and poorly managed trophy hunting (IUCN). Use this QR code
€opar N - o % ‘ 2 Y. £y > CLoWR ol £ . % Y : : to get more
Conservation ,é. ‘g" — " é‘j 2 ;flj 4 PE E(\ %% > 8 ;}é Lo i‘% “t o 7}% ‘g-‘ idq '@;E‘IL , jk’/} T i ﬁh 7 %‘ % i‘% “r o ﬁ&%ﬁt information about
project BB A R TR RIS PRE S PR

IR 2 I A . . . . . .

= %] b= Conservation — The Leopard Conservation Project is devoted to protecting Leopards from hunting and

78 F

trapping, as well as gathering data on populations and genetic diversity to inform scientific research. The
[&] 425 [a] project has three focus areas: to protect leopards throughout their range; to research on their ecology; to
| : educate farmers and the general public about leopard issues.
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Nicholas Tam, BSc Year 3 student, “Easily the cutest and (one of the)
luckiest moment of the trip. To have such a majestic and secretive
creature to appear before our eyes in such a short distance and
letting its guard down are both endearing and concerning. While this
moment solidifies the fact that this trip is a once in a lifetime
opportunity for me, it also reminds me to be wary of the fate of these
animals and to continue to fight for conservation.”
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Historically, leopards occurred throughout southern China. Today, subspecies P. pardus japonensis is extant in southern
China, though with a much-reduced range.
R o TRsG Y Me% e s X H I 4 P pardus japonensis T &3t P B % o A g FATS A ST e




African Lion FE;ME0 - Panthera leo

JUCN Red List of Threatened Species - Vulnerable (2014), population decreasing.

LR RFEBPEREFBES Lo- 5 5 (2014) > fEHEG R 4ER -

Threats — Lions are subjected to indiscriminate killing in defense of human life and livestock,
habitat loss, and prey base depletion. An emerging threat is the trade in bones and other

body parts for traditional medicine, both within Africa and in Asia (IUCN). Trophy hunting is
. Use this QR code
another important threat. to get more

information about
’é; ‘f& = ‘F“ g A 'i \z% A 4 'f‘f’«'}"} mﬁ ‘:} m 3< Zﬁﬂ? %rf 2 ’f\f’z(ﬁiiﬂ ﬁ{ﬁ ot K{}: «Lr' {Zﬁﬂ:; African lions:
I %7 o M — 1B FTE IRy %% 2k ”"f\f’_{? A T 5’;5 ;] » F|H | # Zﬁtﬂ?—g- e gg«fpg B %EZ%K (> *vjr e &/F%

mi%l“\flmj «(Zﬁﬂ“’* /%—%ﬂ;)}fg@om%;} FT’Z*X«Q\ZF?F’*WE"

Conservation — There are many organisations worldwide running research, education or fund raising

projects on the conservation of African lions.
-2 A3 2RI

Use the QR code to learn The Mara Predator Project has a long SIMILAR SPECIES #p i 4= #&

more about the Mara term conservation project on the lions and
Predator Project or donate other predators in Maasai Mara National

to them: Reserve. They collect data on the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species -
’P (3 - .f predators’ ecology and behavior in order Endangered (2008), population stable.
‘ to educate the public about ways to share B RPRFTEBMPHESFAI S Lo

the environment with these predators. 48 75 (2008) » fEHAE T

BRFedritily & fb&?% #8532 | The Asiatic lion exists as a single isolated
Uﬁﬁ‘& %’v mZFF'* & ’E! ‘Jﬁ 71343 | population in India's Gujurat State, numbering
: approximately 175 mature individuals.
LAy - Bib OE > RN AT RS
TRENR E 51758 -

Asiatic lion Iy 7+ ) - Panthera leo ssp. persica

In 2005, TRAFFIC, an NGO combating wildlife trade, found evidence that African lion bones were an ingredient in

“tiger bone strengthening” wine produced in Guilin, China. The wine was distributed in tiger-shaped bottles.
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Use this QR code to get
more information
about blue wildebeest:

VOF 3L g JEF
{ 52 2mF

Blue Wildebeest & #~ - Connochaetes taurinus

IJUCN Red List of Threatened Species - Least Concern, population stable

TR ARFRMERS B T8 - EERT
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Threats - agriculture, livestock farming, hunting, habitat loss and degradation
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Every year, over 1 million migratory wildebeests and other herbivores migrate in a clock-wise manner across Serengeti in Tanzania and Kenya. This is
the renowned “The Great Migration ” of African animals. The migration follows the rainfall pattern in Serengeti which affects the herbivores main
food: grass! Watching tens of thousands of wildebeests crossing the Mara River in the Maasai Mara National Park is one of the most thrilling
experiences. Sadly, the Great Migration is also under threat from infrastructure development such as highways and agriculture.
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Kenneth Lam, MSc Year 2 student — “| sti
wildlife programmes on TV. It was more t
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| remember the amazing scene of wildebeests crossing the Mara River when | watched
nan exciting that | was able to see this in my own eyes on this trip! It was a hundred
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Grevy'S ZEbra .3“7 -3&.5'1’-05 - EqUUS greVyl Use this QR code

to get more

IUCN Red List of Threatened Species - Endangered (2016), population stable. Information about

Grevy’s zebra:

BR A REME A S 8- AT (2016) o BHECE fE - T

Threats — As the largest living zebra species, Grevy’s zebra is threatened by poaching for its
meat, competition with domestic livestock for water and grass, habitat degradation, and
climate change impacts which bring more extreme weather and droughts.
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Conservation — The Grevy’s Zebra Trust is re-planting native grasses, working with local communities on protection and

education, and conducting supplemental feeding in times of drought.
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We were fortunate to have the chance listening to the staff of SIMILAR SPECIES #p 0! 3= 5]@_

the Grevy’s Zebra Trust at their Westgate Community Common Zebra 4 i 32 % - Equus quagga

Conservar?cy Headquarters in the Samburg Gf';\me Beserve IUCN Red list of Near Threatened (2016), population
about their work and the threats the species is facing. : .
Threatened Species - decreasing.
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Maasai Giraffe 5 % + 38 BL - Giraffa camelopardalis ssp. tippelskirchi

Use this QR code

JUCN Red List of Threatened Species - Endangered (2019), population decreasing. itr?fif;?t?giabout
2B R FEMR SIS e M (2019) 0 B T E AR -

Threats — The four main threats to giraffes are habitat loss and degradation, civil unrest (ethnic s
conflict), poaching for food, and ecological changes (habitat conversion, climate change) [I[UCN].
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Conservation - The Giraffe Conservation Foundation is an umbrella organization promoting conservation of
giraffe habitat, threat mitigation and awareness of giraffe issues in Africa.
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OTHER GIRAFFE SPECIES IN KENYA ¥ Iy H 1 if_é_!:’f’?{ R
Reticulated Giraffe 3 X & g B Giraffa c. ssp. Reticulata Rothschild’s Giraffe % £ §¢ & Giraffa c. ssp. Rothschildi
2018 2018
IUCN Red list of Threatened Species - Endangered, population decreasing. IUCN Red list of Threatened Species -  Near Threatened, population increasing.
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Lilac-breasted Roller Ky @ E ng - Coracias caudata

The colourful lilac-breasted roIIer is the national bird of Kenya and Botswana.
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Least African Spoonbill £ # ¥ — Platalea alba

£ LU The habitat and breeding areas of African spoonbill are threatened by dams and water management.
KENYA 2019 #L‘I% 7]{}§«fr7]{ 2 ﬁifl\t ‘%DJ:: ,;|z ﬁ: )|l 3:3: % m*i El J.Jq ,ft,"ii'l J,Jq 5

: i

by A




’ e » s
5 ! i J . 1 J 4 f
2g )7 o ' 1 » j ’ 4 ',., - ok 7 ~ - Y ‘ f B -
’ ;. 4 /8 5 Ji%/ '1'.5: ") “‘é‘. Vit ' 1A g v ” - 4 Y 7; v ’ N
’ " ’ » ' \ - : A 1Y . 3 - / %
» p / - ! ¢ 3 g . ' .'._", "..’ .'//“ ' Hd o ',? b ', ' 1’ y 4 $ -’_ - ) iy y £ ,l- /;, y -
) ¢y 3 T AT : > ¥ VoA rayes; S A4 7 A P i
. - L« | i s . - g o i J7L e g -
N7 A s P EAT ' - sk (LIRS ) 4" /7 S ‘
-~ ' 5% AP 25 ’ . . .A; AN 17/ e 9/ - |
’ /7S S g 3 1, pf/ ~
N "; N y ¢ Pt % ’IQ"“ ) e % ,.’(,J‘/
e LA » [ r " o o
' : YFA O\ y f 7 iy 7 /1 g N o @&l /2
f A “ ~ <Y ﬂv»’-b - > - ;
' .5 ’125 = N SIL > ‘Jl’#;*“' 5.y :
. 5% P NI AN A7 -
| 3 A B N7 ‘.‘?‘"':4 ;@"‘& QN 8, AU S 3 ST ALY
] i 71 e 3 S VR Tk NS S/ A =}
- ~ - ‘5 T 7 /A g '. A ;‘i G w5 o ﬁ,‘ -"f-) Tl 2l 8 3
4 2 -~ - - « $ 5 [N S LN,
' 5 ok " L 2 . / - BN e I ¥ \
. * . ’ a .‘ N - N ZoF g -
/) y P N 'y Ve SN Y, AR ’ Y -
‘ : » : y 0 % - o~y :‘i&:ﬂ WA f,ﬁ_‘ { - ‘ . i ’ >
- £ . TS o - : 1 V4
oF A *a' . _l\; - A : Ay
» \ AL < — T . .
. - ¥ - - A A
v > — - - {IJ - ‘, ? 2 ‘
‘ L o 5
PSOF, 2 Qo Akt e P
~- .q 22 L "‘ ‘r- "'1'1' 4 H -
- - pe ) p AR
- - - . " - - ’ - 3
t . J ~"\.~c
L
—— Py
-~ ’

Secretary Bird 2% %"- Sagittarius serpentarius
Agriculture and urbanization are direct threats to their habitats.
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Critically White-backed Vulture ¢ # 7. % - Gyps africanus

Endangered Populations are reduced by habitat degradation and fragmentation.
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Population explosion, poverty, civil unrest, poor education, governance and institutional framework are the root causes
of biodiversity loss in Africa. These often lead to over-exploitation of biodiversity resources e.g. bushmeat trade and
animal poaching; and habitat degradation and loss e.g. excessive ecotourism development, cattle ranching, farming and
urbanization.
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Sherry Tse, BSc Year 3 student — “It was disturbing to see a great number of jeeps parking really close to the
crowd of wildebeest to watch them crossing the river. This showed us how important the Great Migration is to
e tourism in Africa, but also showed us how bad the etiquette of drivers and tourists could be. They scared the
—_— animals a number of times which stopped them from crossing. Tourism is good to boost conservation of wild
ARE . . | O . . .

| animals economically, but it can also interfere with their natural behaviours. Tourists have to think more about

the animals.”
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“Mountain, hills, plateaus and plains, because of their aesthetic value, are important tourist attractions. Mountains and hills also regulate river flows
and prevent flooding; help recharge ground-water tables; improve soil fertility; help regulate local climate conditions; are part of cultural ceremonies
and form sacred groves or sites; harbour forests; and are important as wildlife habitats (flora and fauna) and watersheds. Tourism contributed USS 1.2
billion in 2011 (KNBS 2012) and provides employment to 3 hundred thousand Kenyans.” (Kenya’s Natural Capital: A Biodiversity Atlas, 2015)
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L2 R o B4 B B2011F kSRR T;T/I?%”J 12/ % -~ (KNBS 2012) > ¥ 5308 ¥ R~ &7 A #% &9 ﬁ%‘,:‘#:%}ﬁ ¢ ° (Kenya’s Natural Capital: A
Biodiversity Atlas, 2015)

Linus Hung, BSc Year 2 student, “Human
activities are threatening lots of animals and are
one of the main factors causing animal
extinctions. | would like to remind everyone to
save animals, save Mother Nature, and save the

Jade Lam, MSc Year 1 student, “This was my first time to
Africa. Amazingly, you can find peace here. Animals are
free and people are happy. | feel that Africans are animal
lovers and they respect Nature. | think we should learn
from them and help them with their conservation work.”
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After a tough selection process, 15 undergraduate and postgraduate students were selected to join the HKU
Eco-Leaders Training Programme. They went through a 6-month ecological training programme to become Training
Eco-Leaders. They were responsible for sharing their knowledge about East African wildlife, ecology and
biodiversity conservation with our alumni and Foundation members during the field trip to Kenya.
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the safari jeep forever!
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David Chan, MPhil Year 1 student, “l hope someday | could
use my skills and knowledge to achieve conservation, not
only in Africa but also in our own neighbourhood, our
country parks, and our rapidly changing country. This is my
motivation in pursuing further study in biology.
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Nicholas Tam, BSc Year 3 student, “l| am glad to see the
smiles on the face of the alumni and Foundation members
when they encountered some of nature‘s most spectacular
animals. | found the trip very rewarding when they said

they were surprised and moved by students’ passion for
wildlife.”
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Jamie Fung, BSc Year 4 student, “l loved how the wind gushed past me and | had to use all my strength just to hold
on tight while the safari jeep rushed forward. Yet, it was unexpectedly relaxing. Amid the rolling dust, | could discern
the shapes of animals against the beautiful dusky backdrop. It was a scene | will never forget. | wish | could stay on

Jackson Lau, BSc Year 4 student,
“This was my first ever safari trip

III

and it was amazing!

?

Joey So, BSc Year 2 student,
“Thank you all of you for making
my big dream of watching African
wildlife came true. We were so
lucky to have encountered all of
the amazing animals.”
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I The staff and students of the HKU Eco-Leaders Training Programme would like to express
their sincere gratitude to the alumni and Foundation Members for their generous support.
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Mr. CHENG Wai Tung John Ms. KI Man Fung Leonie

Ms. YUE Pui Hang Lily Ms. WONG Christie

Dr. IP Wei Chung Ms. HUNG Kwai Yi Belinda

Ms. MAK Po Kit Flora Dr. CHENG Yuk Luen Lydia

Mr. LI Hau Tak Dr. HO Kwok Keung

Dr. LIAO York Mrs. HO Winnie Wing Yee

Mr. LUI Kit Cheung Teddy Mr. CHAN Chun Shing Otto

Mr. LEE Edmond Kam Mrs. CHAN TEH Kwan Geok Dawn

Ms. WONG Yuet Hing

. A .

Kenneth Lam, MSc Year 2 student, “| had a really great time with the alumni and Foundation members
who were very interested in nature and animals, which was really essential for nature lovers like us to
spread wildlife conservation messages by mtroducmg them to different amazmg animals.”
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Mr. Cheng Wai Tung John (Alumni & HKU Foundation Member), “We were given pre-tours and briefings in
which information, books and reading materials were dispatched to us. So, we gained a lot more knowledge
about the ecology and wildlife of Africa than what we would normally get from an ordinary tour.”
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